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STUDY GUIDE  
FOR SUNDAY LECTURE ON NOVEMBER       

 

Summary 
The Teachings of the Nation of Islam 

This lecture by Student In The Ministry Joseph Muhammad and Student Minister Rodney 
Muhammad focuses on the teachings of the Nation of Islam, emphasizing the importance of self-
improvement, the reality of spiritual warfare, and the need for Black people to build their own 
society. 

Self-Improvement and Community Development 

Self-improvement is crucial for both individual growth and the development of a strong 
community. 

The Nation of Islam provides resources like the "Self-Improvement: The Basis for Community 
Development" class to help individuals improve themselves and, in turn, strengthen the 
community. 

Prayer is essential for staying on the right path and overcoming negative thoughts. 

Obedience to the teachings of the Honorable Minister Louis Farrakhan is crucial for believers. 

Spiritual Warfare 

The world is currently in a state of spiritual warfare, and the Nation of Islam is facing opposition 
from  

Believers must be strong and courageous in the face of this opposition, relying on the teachings 
of the Honorable Elijah Muhammad and Minister Farrakhan for guidance. 

Satan uses deception and temptation to lead people away from righteousness, and believers 
must be vigilant in resisting these tactics. 

The Nation of Islam is a target because it represents a threat to the established order, 
particularly its teachings on self-reliance and Black empowerment. 

Building a New Society 

The current society is broken and cannot be fixed, making it necessary for Black people to build 
their own. 

The Nation of Islam's teachings offer a blueprint for this new society, emphasizing self-
sufficiency, strong families, and a return to righteousness. 

This will require a shift in mindset away from dependence on white society and towards embracing 
Black identity and culture. 
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The Nation of Islam's success is inevitable because its teachings are superior to those of the 
current world order. 

The Role of Minister Farrakhan 

Minister Farrakhan is a key figure in guiding the Nation of Islam towards its goal of building a 
new society. 

He is a "thermostat" who is raising the temperature of awareness and resistance among Black 
people. 

He is a "light giving sun" who is leading the way towards truth and righteousness. 

Historical Perspective 

The current state of Black people is the result of , years of oppression and deception, 
orchestrated by a force that is opposed to righteousness. 

This history has left Black people disoriented and disconnected from their true selves, making 
it difficult for them to see the need for change. 

The Nation of Islam's teachings offer a way to break free from this cycle of oppression and 
reclaim Black people's rightful place in the world. 

Examples of Successful Revolutions 

The lecture cites examples of successful revolutions in China and Cuba to demonstrate that 
oppressed people can overcome seemingly insurmountable odds. 

These revolutions involved strong leadership, a commitment to self-reliance, and a willingness 
to break free from the dominant culture. 

Importance of Unity 

Unity is essential for Black people to achieve liberation. 

The Million Man March was a powerful example of Black men overcoming their differences and 
coming together for a common purpose. 

Internal divisions are a major obstacle to progress, and believers must strive to build strong 
relationships with each other. 

This lecture provides a compelling overview of the Nation of Islam's teachings, highlighting its focus 
on self-improvement, spiritual warfare, and the building of a new society. It emphasizes the critical 
role of Minister Farrakhan in guiding this movement and the historical context that makes it 
necessary. The lecture concludes with a call for unity and a reminder that Black people have the 
power to create a better future for themselves. 
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Student In The Ministry Joseph Muhammad 

Here are some questions and answers to help you study the words of Student In The Ministry 
Joseph Muhammad: 

At the beginning of his address, Joseph Muhammad recites a prayer. What are some key 
themes or ideas found in this prayer? 

The prayer emphasizes complete submission to Allah, recognizing Allah as the sole creator and 
rejecting polytheism. It acknowledges personal faults and seeks protection and guidance from 
Allah, highlighting the importance of striving for righteousness and seeking Allah's help in 
overcoming weaknesses. 

How does Joseph Muhammad connect the legacy of Abraham to the Nation of Islam? 

Joseph Muhammad links Abraham's success to Allah's blessings and then extends this connection 
to Muhammad and the Nation of Islam, suggesting a parallel between Abraham's followers and the 
followers of Muhammad, specifically within the Nation of Islam. By drawing this parallel, he implies 
that the Nation of Islam also enjoys Allah's favor and guidance. 

Joseph Muhammad expresses gratitude for several key figures within the Nation of Islam. Who 
are these figures, and what specific contributions does he attribute to each? 

He expresses gratitude for: 

Master Fard Muhammad: Joseph Muhammad credits him with coming to the Nation of Islam and 
providing wisdom during his time among them. 

The Honorable Elijah Muhammad: Joseph Muhammad thanks him for the "messianic figure" he 
has provided. 

The Honorable Minister Louis Farrakhan: Joseph Muhammad recognizes him as a gift and a guide, 
highlighting his role as a leader within the Nation of Islam. 

What is the significance of the "check procedure" that Joseph Muhammad discusses, and how 
does it relate to the current state of the world? 

Joseph Muhammad emphasizes the necessity of the security procedures, likening them to a 
spiritual check as well. He stresses the importance of maintaining a "carnal spirit" out of the 
meeting place. 

Joseph Muhammad strongly encourages his audience to engage with the Final Call 
newspaper. What reasons does he give for promoting the newspaper? 

Joseph Muhammad presents the Final Call as a valuable resource for staying informed and 
engaging in meaningful conversations. He says it offers insights into past, present, and future 
events. He also suggests that reading the Final Call can spark discussions and provide readers with 
informed perspectives to share with others. 
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What specific examples does Joseph Muhammad use to illustrate the engaging nature of the 
Final Call? 

He mentions Quincy Jones and Aretha Franklin being featured on the cover and points out that 
Minister Farrakhan selects individuals he deems deserving for this prominent placement, 
emphasizing the newspaper's connection to recognizing influential figures. 

How does Joseph Muhammad describe the shift from a trumpet to Minister Farrakhan's image 
on the Final Call, and what is the meaning behind this change? 

Joseph Muhammad explains that the trumpet, once featured in the corner of the newspaper, has 
been replaced with an image of Minister Farrakhan. He describes an interaction between Minister 
Farrakhan and the Honorable Elijah Muhammad, in which Elijah Muhammad mentioned a trumpet 
appearing on the paper. Joseph Muhammad suggests this was a prophetic statement, 
foreshadowing Minister Farrakhan's role as a "trumpet of truth." 

Joseph Muhammad reflects on his own path to the Nation of Islam. What key points does he 
make about his life before joining the Nation? 

Joseph Muhammad candidly shares his past experiences, admitting to engaging in activities that 
did not align with righteousness. He describes himself as "robbing" himself through his actions, 
implying that he was not living up to his full potential. While he does not explicitly detail his past 
actions, he acknowledges that they were not characteristic of a righteous person. 

How does Joseph Muhammad contrast the past experiences of many Nation of Islam 
members with their present reality? 

Joseph Muhammad acknowledges that many members, including himself, engaged in worldly 
pursuits before joining the Nation of Islam, specifically mentioning dancing. He highlights the 
shared journey of members who, despite their diverse pasts, have converged in the Nation. He 
emphasizes the significance of being part of the Nation, especially during what he sees as a time of 
global upheaval. 

According to Joseph Muhammad, what makes the present time particularly significant for 
members of the Nation of Islam? 

Joseph Muhammad underscores the belief that the world is approaching a period of destruction 
and points to the Nation of Islam's role in this unfolding drama. He suggests that the Nation is a 
source of difficulty for the powers that be, comparing the Nation and its teachings to a "thorn in 
their side." 

How does Joseph Muhammad characterize the Nation of Islam's relationship to those in 
power? 

He uses the analogy of a baited trap to describe the Nation's relationship to powerful forces. He 
suggests that the Nation, guided by Allah's will, is instrumental in bringing about the downfall of a 
wicked world established by Satan. 

Joseph Muhammad emphasizes the importance of attending the "Self-Improvement: The 
Basis for Community Development" class. What specific benefits does he associate with this 
class? 



NATION OF ISLAM                  MUHAMMAD MOSQUE #12 5 

 

He highlights the transformative aspect of the class, noting that participants often enter with low 
energy but leave feeling rejuvenated. He emphasizes the communal aspect of the class, suggesting 
that shared experiences and support contribute to personal growth. 

Joseph Muhammad recounts a question posed by a young brother during the self-
improvement class. What was the question, and what guidance did he offer in response? 

The young brother expressed feelings of inadequacy and questioned whether he was on the right 
path toward self-improvement. Joseph Muhammad reassured him by quoting from the Quran, 
emphasizing the importance of obedience, prayer, and remembrance of Allah. He stresses the 
power of prayer in navigating feelings of falling short and staying on the right course. 

What advice does Joseph Muhammad give regarding prayer, particularly in light of the current 
times? 

He relays Minister Farrakhan's message to pray not just during designated times but consistently. 
He suggests the urgency and unpredictability of the present moment necessitate a constant 
connection with Allah through prayer. 

Joseph Muhammad closes his address with a statement about the "best vitamin for a 
believer." What is this vitamin? 

He states that the best vitamin for a believer is "B," representing "glory" to Allah. This statement 
emphasizes the importance of praise and gratitude within the Nation of Islam. 

 

Delaware Valley Regional Student 
Minister Rodney Muhammad 

Here are some questions and answers to help you study the words of Student Minister Rodney 
Muhammad: 

What does Student Minister Rodney Muhammad say is the greatest service one can provide to 
a human being? 

The greatest service you can do for a human being is to free them from the misinterpretations of 
Scripture and false concepts and beliefs because people were not created to live that way. 

Student Minister Rodney Muhammad mentions a “right angle.” What does having the “right 
angle” mean? 

The "right angle" is a metaphor for a person's motive. The reason behind your relationship with a 
righteous teacher like Minister Farrakhan will impact your understanding of their teachings. 

Why does Student Minister Rodney Muhammad say the Nation of Islam cannot be stopped? 

He believes that because the Nation of Islam has received the greatest wisdom ever revealed to 
humanity, they cannot be stopped. Just like Jacob (or Yaqoob), whose knowledge and wisdom 
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allowed him to accomplish his goals, the Nation of Islam’s superior knowledge will allow them to 
overcome any obstacle. 

According to Student Minister Rodney Muhammad, what is the significance of the number ,? 

Student Minister Rodney Muhammad explains that the number , represents the years of respite 
God gave to Satan. He calls this period a “vacuum” in history because during this time, people were 
deprived of true knowledge and were led astray by Satan's lies. 

Student Minister Rodney Muhammad talks about an “accomplice” involved in the murder of 
Black people. Who or what is this accomplice? 

Student Minister Rodney Muhammad states that Black people are complicit in their own 
destruction because they contribute to violence and negativity within their own communities. He 
invokes the words of James Baldwin, stating that Black people have become accomplices in their 
own murder. 

What point does Student Minister Rodney Muhammad make about the black woman in 
relation to the history of slavery? 

He discusses the historical trauma inflicted upon Black women during slavery, drawing parallels 
between the stripping and examination of women on auction blocks to the contemporary 
exploitation of Black women in strip clubs. This highlights a continuing disrespect toward Black 
women. 

Student Minister Rodney Muhammad makes a statement about the “Chronic Dick Mindset.” 
What does he mean by this? 

He uses this term to describe the attitude of refusing to acknowledge wrongdoing and resisting 
correction. This mindset, according to Student Minister Rodney Muhammad, stems from Cain's 
rejection of God's guidance after murdering his brother. 

Student Minister Rodney Muhammad recounts a story about the Honorable Elijah 
Muhammad's time in prison. What lesson does he draw from this story? 

The story involves white prison guards warning the Honorable Elijah Muhammad about pork being 
put in his food. This, according to Student Minister Rodney Muhammad, demonstrates that when a 
person is truly righteous, even their enemies will act in ways that align with God's will. 

Student Minister Rodney Muhammad discusses a trap that the enemy wants to set for the 
Nation of Islam. What is this trap, and how does he suggest they overcome it? 

The trap is designed to confine and isolate the Nation, making them vulnerable to attacks. However, 
Student Minister Rodney Muhammad believes that each attack against the Nation will ultimately 
strengthen them. He compares this to a donkey trapped in a ditch, eventually escaping as stones 
thrown by its tormentors fill the ditch. 

What evidence does Student Minister Rodney Muhammad offer to support his claim that the 
Nation of Islam has the power to control the weather? 

He links the Nation of Islam's ability to influence weather to the biblical account of Jesus calming a 
storm, suggesting that such control over natural forces stems from a connection with God. He 
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connects a storm hitting Florida, despite weather forecasts, to the governor’s actions banning 
books on Black history, implying that this was a form of divine retribution. 

Why does Student Minister Rodney Muhammad compare Minister Farrakhan to a thermostat? 

He compares Minister Farrakhan to a thermostat because, while he might appear isolated to his 
enemies, he is connected to a powerful force, like a furnace, that gives him the ability to increase 
the temperature of the world. 

According to Student Minister Rodney Muhammad, why is the Million Man March significant? 

He emphasizes the unifying power of the Million Man March, highlighting that it brought together 
nearly  million Black men from diverse backgrounds. This event, he believes, demonstrates that 
Black people can overcome their differences and unite under a common purpose. 

Student Minister Rodney Muhammad mentions a conversation about clothing choices. What 
point does he make in this anecdote? 

He describes a conversation where a modestly dressed woman is questioned about her attire by 
someone who is dressed provocatively. This highlights the way that societal norms have been 
distorted, making modest dress seem abnormal while immodesty has become normalized. 

Student Minister Rodney Muhammad speaks of “the project .” What is this project? 

He refers to the Nation of Islam’s vision for the future as “the project ,” which centers on building a 
new society based on their teachings. This project encompasses their work in health, education, 
and social justice. 

Student Minister Rodney Muhammad describes a story about the Honorable Elijah 
Muhammad and Minister Lucius Beyah. What is the key takeaway from this story? 

This anecdote focuses on Minister Lucius B.R.'s encounter with the Honorable Elijah Muhammad 
and his subsequent decision to join the Nation of Islam. The story emphasizes the transformative 
power of the Honorable Elijah Muhammad's teachings. Lucius Beyah willingness to lead his entire 
church into the Nation of Islam highlights the compelling nature of the message. 
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