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SUNDAY LECTURE STUDY GUIDE  
OCTOBER 11 2024 

 

Delaware Valley Regional Student  
Minister Rodney Muhammad 

Q1: What is the significance of Saviors Day for the Nation of Islam? 

A1: Saviors Day commemorates the birth of Master Fard Muhammad, the founder of the Nation of 
Islam. It is a time for reflection on the Nation's history, teachings, and future. The lectures given on 
Saviors Day emphasize the importance of unity, self-reliance, and economic empowerment for 
Black people. 

Q2: What was the primary focus of Student Minister Rodney Muhammad's Saviors Day 
lecture? 

A2: Student Minister Rodney Muhammad focused on the history of the Nation of Islam, specifically 
the period after the death of the Honorable Elijah Muhammad in 1975. He discussed the challenges 
the Nation faced during that time and the importance of Minister Louis Farrakhan’s role in 
rebuilding the Nation. He also stressed the importance of studying and understanding the Nation’s 
history in order to move forward and build a brighter future. 

Q3: Why did Student Minister Rodney Muhammad read from Minister Louis Farrakhan’s 1981 
Saviors Day address? 

A3: Minister Rodney Muhammad read from Minister Farrakhan's 1981 Saviors Day address to draw 
parallels between the challenges faced by the Nation then and the challenges faced today. This 
speech highlighted the difficult period the Nation faced following the death of Elijah Muhammad 
and the importance of having a strong leader to guide the Nation. He sought to emphasize Minister 
Farrakhan’s unique role in rebuilding the Nation after a time of internal strife. 

**Q4: Who is Master Fard Muhammad and what is his significance to the Nation of Islam? ** 

A4: Master Fard Muhammad is recognized as the founder of the Nation of Islam. He is revered for 
his teachings and for his role in raising and mentoring the Honorable Elijah Muhammad. Minister 
Rodney Muhammad highlighted Master Fard Muhammad's willingness to endure hardship and 
suffering as an act of love for the Nation and a demonstration of the price of truth. 

Q5: What was the “plan of action” that Master Fard Muhammad gave to the Honorable Elijah 
Muhammad? 

A5: The “plan of action” was the blueprint that Master Fard Muhammad gave to Elijah Muhammad 
for building the Nation of Islam. According to Minister Rodney Muhammad, this involved educating 
and training ministers to spread the teachings of the Nation throughout the country. It also included 
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other key elements, such as understanding the vital role women play in the Nation’s success and 
focusing on community building. 

Q6: What does Student Minister Rodney Muhammad mean by "thinking nation"? 

A6: "Thinking nation" means prioritizing the collective well-being and progress of Black people over 
individual or local concerns. It requires a shift in perspective from narrow, localized goals to a 
broader vision of national unity and empowerment. 

Q7: What were some of the internal challenges the Nation of Islam faced after the death of 
Elijah Muhammad? 

A7: After Elijah Muhammad’s death, the Nation experienced a period of darkness and instability. 
The rise of hypocrisy, internal divisions, and the rejection of key teachings threatened to derail the 
progress the Nation had made. Minister Rodney Muhammad pointed to this as a failure to pass the 
"first term exam” given by Elijah Muhammad. 

Q8: How does Student Minister Rodney Muhammad characterize the current period for the 
Nation of Islam? 

A8: Minister Rodney Muhammad views this time as a "makeup exam" for the Nation of Islam. He 
believes it’s a second chance to learn from past mistakes, reaffirm their commitment to Elijah 
Muhammad’s teachings, and support the leadership of Minister Louis Farrakhan. 

 

This study guide provides a comprehensive overview of the key themes and ideas presented in the 
provided excerpts, equipping you with the knowledge to engage in thoughtful analysis and 
discussion. 

 

 Student  Minister Nuri Muhammad 

From Colony to Community: A Study Guide 

Quiz: 

1. According to Student Minister Nuri Muhammad, why is it important for the Nation of 
Islam to preach from the Bible? 

2. What distinction does Student Minister Muhammad make between a "hood" and a 
"neighborhood"? 

3. Explain the analogy Student Minister Muhammad uses to illustrate how the Earth 
makes a revolution. 

4. What is the acronym CORE, and how does it relate to learning? 

5. What is the difference between "bout knowledge" and "taught knowledge"? 
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6. According to Student Minister Muhammad, how does the concept of "thinking" relate 
to attracting and repelling people and situations? 

7. What is the difference between a "colony" and a "community"? 

8. What observation does Student Minister Muhammad make about the median income 
of Asians compared to Black people in America? 

9. According to Student Minister Muhammad, how long does money stay in the Black 
community compared to other communities? 

10. What is the significance of the Japanese educational system's focus on leadership, 
hard work, positive thinking, and patriotism? 

Answer Key: 

1. He explains that Black people are "buried" in the Bible, meaning their understanding of 
spirituality is deeply rooted in it. Preaching from the Bible allows them to "dig them up" and 
connect them to the Quran and the teachings of Elijah Muhammad. 

2. A "hood" represents a shared space lacking the essential element of neighborly connection 
and support. In contrast, a "neighborhood" signifies a place where residents act as brothers 
and sisters, looking out for and helping each other. 

3. He compares the Earth's revolution to the human experience of transformation. The 
powerful light and heat of the sun cause the Earth to submit to its force, initiating motion 
and change. Similarly, individuals need the "light of truth" to hit their minds to ignite change 
within themselves. 

4. CORE stands for Communication, Observation, Reading, and Experiment. This acronym 
highlights the process of acquiring knowledge, emphasizing learning through 
communication, observation, and reading before resorting to experimentation. 

5. "Bout knowledge" refers to lessons learned through personal experiences, often involving 
mistakes and hardships. "Taught knowledge" involves acquiring wisdom through observing 
others, reading books, and listening to advice, avoiding the need for direct experience. 

6. Student Minister Muhammad states that thoughts, travelling at high speeds in a circular 
motion, generate both centripetal and centrifugal forces. We attract people and situations 
aligned with our thinking (centripetal) while repelling those that oppose it (centrifugal). 

7. A "colony" is characterized by residents who do not own the property or businesses in their 
environment, leading to economic exploitation by outsiders. A "community" empowers its 
inhabitants to own property and businesses, fostering self-sufficiency and collective 
growth. 

8. He highlights that the median income for Asians is significantly higher than that of Black 
people in America, despite Asians having been in the country for a shorter period. This 
disparity emphasizes the economic success achieved through unity, entrepreneurship, and 
community support within the Asian community. 
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9. Money circulates within the Black community for a mere 3 to 6 hours, compared to weeks or 
even a month in other communities. This short cycle underscores the lack of economic self-
reliance and the urgent need for Black people to support Black businesses. 

10. By incorporating leadership, hard work, positive thinking, and patriotism into early 
childhood education, the Japanese instill a strong sense of community, self-belief, and 
entrepreneurial spirit in their youth, contributing significantly to their long-term success in 
various fields. 

Essay Questions: 

1. Analyze Student Minister Muhammad's argument that personal transformation is the key to 
revolutionizing the Black community. 

2. Discuss the significance of Student Minister Muhammad's emphasis on "taught knowledge" 
over "bout knowledge" in the context of empowering young people. 

3. Explore the parallels drawn between the physical characteristics and behavior of "sheeple" 
and the current state of the Black community. How does this analogy serve to highlight the 
need for change? 

4. Explain the concept of economic unity and its role in transitioning from a "colony" to a 
"community." Provide specific examples from the text to support your analysis. 

5. Analyze Student Minister Muhammad's explanation of the four instructions given to man in 
the Garden of Eden (be fruitful, multiply, replenish the earth, and subdue it). How do these 
instructions relate to the speaker's vision for the future of the Black community? 

Glossary: 

• Asiatic: In this context, referring to the universal or original nature of the Black man, not 
limited to the geographical region of Asia. 

• Centrifugal Force: The force that pushes objects away from the center of rotation. 

• Centripetal Force: The force that pulls objects towards the center of rotation. 

• Colony: A community economically exploited by outsiders who own the majority of the 
property and businesses. 

• Community: A collective of people residing in a shared space, ideally characterized by 
unity, shared ownership, and mutual support. 

• CORE: An acronym representing the learning process: Communication, Observation, 
Reading, and Experiment. 

• Fruitful: In this context, spiritually productive, focused on generating ideas, institutions, 
and plans to benefit the community. 

• Hood: A colloquial term for a neighborhood, often implying a lack of essential community 
elements like safety, opportunity, and unity. 

• Multiply: To reproduce offspring; in this context, focusing solely on physical reproduction 
without considering the necessary support systems. 
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• Neighborhood: A community characterized by strong bonds between residents, mutual 
support, and a sense of belonging. 

• Patriotism: In this context, loyalty to and support of one's own people, particularly in the 
form of patronizing Black businesses. 

• Replenish: To replace with something better; in this context, raising children to be better 
equipped and more successful than previous generations. 

• Revolution: A complete transformation, both individually and within the community. 

• Sheeple: A derogatory term combining "sheep" and "people," implying a group easily led 
and manipulated. 

• Subdue: To control and manage; in this context, achieving collective mastery over one's 
environment and destiny. 

• Taught Knowledge: Wisdom acquired through observing others, reading, and listening to 
advice. 

• Tannic: Promoting healing and life. 

• Toxic: Causing disease, death, and sickness. 
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