STUDY GUIDE ~ OPENING ADRESS

SEPTEMBER 15, 2024

Nation of Islam - Themes and Teachings

Study Guide

This guide will help you review the key themes and messages within Minister Rodney Muhammad's
lecture at Muhammad Mosque Number 12.

Short-Answer Questions

1.

What is the significance of Minister Muhammad emphasizing the "check procedure" at
the beginning of his sermon?

How does Minister Muhammad connect the concepts of unity, segregation, and the
need for Black empowerment?

Explain the analogy Minister Muhammad uses about "mental and emotional and
spiritual engines." What point is he trying to make?

Why does Minister Muhammad highlight the fact that younger generations are moving
back into cities? What does he see as the implications of this trend?

What does Minister Muhammad suggest is the reason for high levels of violence in
certain communities? What role does he believe outside forces play?

According to Minister Muhammad, what message did the Honorable Elijah Muhammad
tell Minister Farrakhan to deliver in 1985?

Explain the significance of the "scroll" imagery in Minister Farrakhan's vision. How
does Minister Muhammad connect this to the concept of personal responsibility?

How does Minister Muhammad use the example of Pharaoh from the Book of Exodus to
illustrate his points about societal power dynamics?

What is the significance of the Million Man March, according to Minister Muhammad?
What was its purpose, and what did it represent?

. What is the ultimate message of hope and empowerment that Minister Muhammad

leaves his listeners with?

Short-Answer Key
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By emphasizing the "check procedure", Minister Muhammad highlights the mosque's
commitment to safety and security in a world that he suggests is increasingly dangerous.
This also subtly underscores the Nation of Islam's proactive approach to self-preservation.

Minister Muhammad links unity to true worship, arguing that segregation in America, even
during designated worship hours, exposes a lack of genuine unity. He posits that Black
empowerment is essential to overcome this, suggesting that true unity can only exist when
Black people are empowered.

The analogy emphasizes the importance of aligning one's life with their inherent purpose.
He contends that trying to live contrary to this design leads to stress and hardship, implying
that the Nation of Islam offers the correct "programming" for Black people.

Minister Muhammad points to this trend as a catalyst for gentrification, observing that
younger generations' preference for city life creates an opportunity for displacement of
existing Black communities. He implies this is a calculated maneuver to further marginalize
Black people.

Minister Muhammad attributes violence to a calculated influx of drugs and guns into Black
communities by external forces, suggesting this is a deliberate tactic to destabilize and
ultimately destroy these populations. He implies complicity by those who call for increased
policing and military presence.

Minister Farrakhan was instructed to publicly reveal President Reagan's plan for war against
a Muslim leader and nation, a plan Minister Muhammad suggests was ultimately realized in
the conflict with Colonel Gaddafi and Libya.

The "scroll" represents divine knowledge and purpose imparted by God. Its disappearance
and subsequent unfolding within Minister Farrakhan signifies that the responsibility to act
upon this knowledge lies with humanity. Minister Muhammad emphasizes that awareness
without action is meaningless.

Minister Muhammad draws a parallel between Pharaoh's fear of the Israelites' growing
numbers and the potential political power held by the combined populations of Black,
Latino, and Native American people. He suggests that those in power today, like Pharaoh,
fear this potential shift in power dynamics.

The Million Man March, according to Minister Muhammad, was not about pleading with
white people but demonstrating Black men's commitment to self-improvement and
atonement for past failures. He emphasizes it as a pivotal moment of spiritual awakening
and a declaration of readiness to fulfill their divine purpose.

. Minister Muhammad emphasizes that true power lies in self-knowledge and understanding
one's origins. He suggests that embracing the teachings of the Nation of Islam offers Black
people the tools for liberation, self-determination, and ultimately, escaping the cycle of
oppression.

Essay Questions
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Analyze the ways in which Minister Muhammad connects the Nation of Islam's teachings to
contemporary social and political issues. How does he make these teachings relevant to his
audience's lived experiences?

Discuss the role of prophecy and divine revelation in Minister Muhammad's sermon. How
does he utilize these concepts to legitimize the Nation of Islam and its leaders?

Examine Minister Muhammad's critique of societal structures and systems of power. What
does he identify as the root causes of inequality and injustice, and what solutions does he
propose?

Analyze the rhetorical strategies employed by Minister Muhammad throughout his sermon.
How does he use language, storytelling, and emotional appeals to engage his audience and
convey his message?

Discuss the concept of personal responsibility as presented by Minister Muhammad. What
obligations does he believe Black people have to themselves, their communities, and to a
higher power?

Glossary of Key Terms

o Nation of Islam (NOI): A religious and sociopolitical organization founded in the United
States in 1930, advocating for the betterment of Black people.

Honorable Elijah Muhammad: Leader of the Nation of Islam from 1934 until his death in
1975, revered by followers as a prophet.

Master Fard Muhammad: A mysterious figure who appeared in Detroit in 1930 and is
considered by the NOI to be the embodiment of God in person.

Honorable Minister Louis Farrakhan: Current leader of the Nation of Islam, known for his
powerful oratory and controversial views.

"The Wheel": Refers to a large, technologically advanced spaceship or "mothership"
described in the Book of Ezekiel and teachings of the Honorable Elijah Muhammad.

"The Final Call": The official newspaper of the Nation of Islam.

"The Muslim Program": A set of principles and beliefs outlining the NOI's ideology and
goals for Black people.

"Stop the Killing": A reference to a series of rallies and speeches given by Minister
Farrakhan in the late 1980s and early 1990s, addressing violence in Black communities.

Million Man March: A large gathering of Black men in Washington, D.C., in 1995, organized
by Minister Farrakhan, calling for spiritual upliftment and self-reliance.

This guide is designed to be a starting point for your review. Remember to refer back to the source
material and engage critically with the ideas presented to deepen your understanding.
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STUuDY GUIDE — LINDA MUHAMMAD

Nation of Islam Study Guide: The Mission

This study guide is designed to review your understanding of Student Minister Linda Muhammad's
message on "The Mission."

Short Answer Questions:

1.

According to Student Minister Linda Muhammad, what is the primary difference
between "a mission" and "the mission"?

What is the central theme of the message delivered by Student Minister Linda
Muhammad?

How does Student Minister Linda Muhammad use the example of Noah to illustrate a
point about handling stress and strain related to a mission?

What is the significance of the statement "Before you were formed in the womb of your
mother, | chose you," in the context of the message?

How does Student Minister Linda Muhammad relate the story of Jonah to the idea of
fulfilling one's divinely appointed mission?

According to Student Minister Linda Muhammad, what is the "first work" that
individuals should prioritize?

How does Student Minister Linda Muhammad address the concern about needing
money while fulfilling the mission?

How does the message distinguish between the missions of the Honorable Elijah
Muhammad and the Honorable Minister Louis Farrakhan?

What role does Student Minister Linda Muhammad suggest the mosque plays in the
context of the mission?

. How does Student Minister Linda Muhammad connect the message to the TV series

"Mission Impossible"?

Answer Key:

1.

"A mission" refers to any general task or assignment, while "the mission" denotes a specific,
divinely ordained purpose.

The message emphasizes the importance of recognizing, accepting, and fulfilling the
divinely appointed mission of resurrecting Black people.

Noah faced ridicule and mockery while building the ark, yet he remained focused on his
mission, demonstrating resilience against negativity and doubt.
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It highlights that God has preordained a purpose for individuals even before birth,
emphasizing the significance of discovering and fulfilling that mission.

Jonah's attempt to escape his mission resulted in turmoil, illustrating that evading one's
divine responsibility leads to negative consequences. Only by embracing his mission could
he find peace.

The "first work" is the resurrection of Black people, taking precedence over any other
worldly profession or pursuit.

While acknowledging the need for financial stability, the message emphasizes that
prioritizing the mission will ultimately lead to Allah providing material blessings.

The message presents Minister Farrakhan's mission as an extension and expansion of Elijah
Muhammad's original mission, emphasizing continuity rather than deviation.

The mosque is described as a space for spiritual growth and development, preparing
individuals to embrace and fulfill their responsibilities within the mission.

. She uses it as an analogy to illustrate the personal responsibility each individual has in

accepting and fulfilling their role in the mission of resurrecting Black people.

Essay Questions:

1.

Analyze the concept of "giving life to the dead" as presented in the message. How does this
concept function both literally and metaphorically?

Explore the message's emphasis on the preordained nature of the mission. How does this
idea impact personal agency and individual choice?

Discuss the relationship between fulfilling the mission and achieving personal fulfillment.
How does the message connect these two concepts?

Analyze the use of biblical and Quranic stories in the message. How do these stories serve
to illustrate and reinforce the central themes?

How does the message address potential challenges and obstacles individuals might
encounter while striving to fulfill the mission? Discuss specific strategies or approaches
suggested in the text.

Glossary of Key Terms:

The Mission: The divinely ordained purpose of resurrecting Black people, both spiritually
and materially.

Resurrection: The process of awakening Black people to their true identity, potential, and
purpose.

The First Work: The prioritization of the mission above all other worldly pursuits or
professions.
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Helper: An individual chosen by God to assist the prophet in fulfilling the mission,
complementing and expanding upon their work.

The Mosque: A physical and spiritual space for growth, development, and preparation for
fulfilling one's role within the mission.

STUDY GUIDE — AMEEM MUHAMMAD

The Mission: A Nation of Islam Study Guide
Quiz
Instructions: Answer the following questions in 2-3 sentences each.

1. According to Student Minister Ameem Muhammad, what is Master Fard Muhammad's
purpose in coming to America?

How does Student Minister Ameem Muhammad describe the condition of the people
Master Fard Muhammad encountered in Detroit?

What biblical analogy does Student Minister Ameem Muhammad use to explain the
need for the Honorable Elijah Muhammad to have a helper?

What does Student Minister Ameem Muhammad mean when he says the helper is not
supposed to look like the person they're helping?

How does the example of Jesus's instructions to his disciples in Matthew and Mark
relate to the concept of an expanding mission?

What makes the Honorable Minister Louis Farrakhan "the last man standing" according
to Student Minister Ameem Muhammad?

What does Student Minister Ameem Muhammad say is the mission of the followers of
the Honorable Elijah Muhammad?

According to Student Minister Ameem Muhammad, what does it mean to "love our
people more than they hate themselves"?

What Quranic verse does Student Minister Ameem Muhammad cite to emphasize the
importance of brotherhood and sisterhood in Islam?

. How does Student Minister Ameem Muhammad connect the idea of "do for self" with
the mission of the Nation of Islam?

Answer Key
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Master Fard Muhammad came to America to restore and resurrect his lost and found
people, identified as the original members of the Tribe of Shabazz. He aimed to free
them from the shackles of slavery and guide them towards a life of peace and
righteousness.

Student Minister Ameem Muhammad describes them as "the carcass," signifying the
remnants of a once great African people steeped in darkness and ignorance. Master
Fard Muhammad's mission was to uplift them from this state of degradation.

He draws a parallel to Moses' plea to Allah for assistance in the form of his brother
Aaron. Just as Moses sought help to convey God's message, the Honorable Elijah
Muhammad recognized the need for support in his mission.

He uses the analogy of a head chef and a sous chef, where the latter assists the former,
but their roles are distinct. Similarly, the helper complements the work of the leader, but
their approaches and styles may differ.

Initially, Jesus instructs his disciples to focus on the lost sheep of the house of Israel,
but later commands them to preach the gospel to the entire world. This demonstrates
an expansion of the mission's scope, requiring a broadened understanding and approach.

He attributes this title to Minister Farrakhan's unwavering commitment to truth and his
resilience in the face of relentless opposition. Despite facing severe criticism, Minister
Farrakhan remains steadfast in his dedication to uplifting Black people.

Their mission, he asserts, is the resurrection of the dead. This involves awakening the
consciousness of Black people and guiding them towards self-reliance, self-respect, and
unity.

This means demonstrating unwavering love and patience towards Black people, even
when they display negativity or resistance. It involves recognizing the impact of their
historical trauma and striving to uplift them with compassion.

He references Chapter 9, Verse 71, which states: "And the believers, men and women
are friends of one another. They enjoin good and forbid evil, and keep up prayer and pay
the poor rate and obey Allah and His messenger." This highlights the importance of
mutual support, accountability, and unity within the Muslim community.

. He emphasizes that true self-reliance involves actively working towards the mission
rather than relying on others. It means taking personal responsibility for uplifting oneself
and the community, embodying the principles of the Nation of Islam through action.

Essay Questions

1.

Analyze the role of sacrifice in fulfilling the mission of the Nation of Islam, as discussed by
Student Minister Ameem Muhammad.

How does Student Minister Ameem Muhammad use the concept of "the carcass" to
highlight the importance of Master Fard Muhammad's mission?
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Discuss the significance of the helper's role in expanding the mission, drawing upon the
analogies and examples provided in the text.

Critically evaluate Student Minister Ameem Muhammad's assertion that the Honorable
Minister Louis Farrakhan is "the last man standing." What evidence does he provide? What
are the implications of this statement?

How does Student Minister Ameem Muhammad connect the principles of Islam with the
social and personal transformation sought by the Nation of Islam?

Glossary of Key Terms

Master Fard Muhammad: The founder of the Nation of Islam, believed by followers to be
the embodiment of Allah (God) in human form.

Honorable Elijah Muhammad: The leader of the Nation of Islam from 1934 to 1975, who
systematized and disseminated the teachings of Master Fard Muhammad.

Honorable Minister Louis Farrakhan: The current leader of the Nation of Islam since 1977,
known for his powerful oratory and focus on Black empowerment and self-reliance.

Tribe of Shabazz: The term used within the Nation of Islam to refer to Black people,
considered the original people of the earth.

Resurrection of the Dead: A central concept in the Nation of Islam, referring to the
spiritual, mental, and economic awakening of Black people from a state of oppression and
ignorance.

FOI: Stands for "Fruit of Islam," referring to the men of the Nation of Islam.

Do for Self: A core principle within the Nation of Islam emphasizing Black self-reliance,
economic independence, and community development.

This study guide is designed to facilitate a deeper understanding of the provided excerpt and the
broader themes within the Nation of Islam. Good luck with your studies!
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